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freely available to all those engaged in research in this area; and all medical and biological libraries should have a copy. However, such a specialized work cannot be recommended to the general reader.
Finally, although it is nice to have such a book in hardback with beautiful printing on thick, glossy paper, this only delays publication in a book that only has a short sales period; it also puts up the price so that those PhD students and others who would like to have it on their own bookshelf cannot afford to buy it. Surely with the technology now available it should have been published less expensively in the year of the conference.
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Cortical Sensory Organisation, vol 2: Multiple Visual Areas. Clinton N Woolsey (ed) pp 222 US$44.50 Clifton, NJ: Humana Press 1981 Until fairly recently, much of our knowledge of the organization of the cortical representation of vision in mammals was based on studies of war injuries in man. The development of evoked potential methods and single cell recording and pathway tracing with autoradiographic and histochemical techniques has greatly amplified our understanding of the central nervous system. Many of these techniques have been exploited in Woolsey's department, and this volume could almost be regarded as a Festschrift to him. The eight chapters are an augmented and updated version of papers presented in 1979 at a symposium in Dallas, Texas. They are concerned with the organization of striate and extra-striate visual areas in the monkey and the cat. They confirm that the striate cortex in primates is the only area to receive direct projection from. the lateral geniculate nucleus. . Much emphasis is given in the book to the secondary visual areas, of which more than a dozen have been identified, and to their relationship with the primary. visual cortex. The striate cortex projects to the nucleus lateralis posterior and the pulvinar as well as to extrastriate cortex. There are multiple connections between extra-striate areas and other cortical and subcortical areas, both ipsi-and contralateral, whilst pathways from the superior colliculis and pretectal areas relay via the pulvinar to extrastriate but not directly to primary striate cortex.
All these findings certainly indicate that a serial view of visual processing (striate cortex-sparastriate cortex-speristriate cortex) is a gross oversimplification. ""hey also point out the range of species variation, for example, between old and new world monkeys which may explain the variable findings reported by different groups of workers.
Like many collections of symposium papers, the book falls between two stools; there is not enough experimental detail for the specialist actively involved in the subject whilst the non-specialist does not get a clear overall view of the subject. Nevertheless each chapter is well written by leading workers in the field and excellent up-todate bibliographies are provided so that anyone wishing to delve into this rapidly expanding subject will find the book a good starting point.
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